THE FLIGHT OVER KANGCHENJUNGA
minutes I had to draw on that precious supply of petrol by
opening up my engine to drive die people away and frighten
them off the wings. Fisher and I shouted to ascertain if anyone
in the crowd could speak English. Eventually, an individual
came to the side of the cockpit who appeared to understand
what we were saying, so Fisher produced the map. Although
he could not speak English, he understood what was said to
him, could write the language, and more wonderful still,
read a map. Singularly intelligent, he pointed out without
hesitation our position—at Shampur. So we pushed the people
away like policemen at a cup final, and climbed in.
"I had then to take off as best I could, ringed in on all sides
by a brown, struggling mass of men, women and children,
inextricably mixed up with dogs, cows and donkeys. I had
already used the engine to frighten the people away from the
aeroplane; now I fell back on the threat of the throttle. Rumb-
ling the engine, I gradually turned the 'plane round in the
direction for taking off. Fortunately the crowd, including the
live-stock, seemed to understand the danger and fell away to
either side, with the exception of the children and sundry odd
brown babies who continued to run across our path, as well
as cows and innumerable dogs. Impatiently we waited until all
but the dogs were clear of the track, then opening the throtde,
made our 'get-away/ hoping for the best. All went well, and
I was once more in the air, but only ten gallons of petrol were
left. With this Purnea could not be reached, but I could get
nearer home, so followed the railway line until reaching
Dinajpur, with its large Maidan. Unfortunately, the plain is
punctuated with trees, and a crowd of people filled what
appeared to be the only possible landing-place. There was no
petrol left, so land I must somewhere. Selecting the best
available area, due to providence rather than my own good
piloting, I alighted safely, managing only by inches to clear a
schoolhouse surrounded by railings and a couple of large trees.
It being the first time I had flown this aeroplane, with two
forced landings, the second an extraordinarily difficult one, I felt
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